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and 90, or more than a third, of the deaths occurred
in public institutions. The causes of 20, or nearly 9 per
cent., of the deaths in the city last week were not certified.

THE SERVICES.

Inspector-General of Hospitals Doyle M. Shaw, C.B.,
completes his period of service in charge of the Naval
Hospital at Haslar on the 25th inst., and, as already stated,
will be succeeded by Inspector-General Mortimer, from the
Plymouth Hospital. The vacancy at Plymouth will, it is
understood, be filled by Inspector-General W. H. Lloyd. 
Surgeon-Captain Hugh Rayner (Grenadier Guards) will

accompany, as Medical Officer, the party under the charge
of Major Julian J. Leverson, R.E., Her Majesty’s Com-
missioner for the delimitation of British and Portuguese
spheres of influence in East Africa. The party leaves South-
ampton on the 19bh inst. by the Royal Mail steamer Moor.
Surgeon-Major T. J. Gallwey, M.D., has been appointed

Principal Medical Officer of the Egyptian Army.
Deputy Inspector, General G. J. Shaw, M.D., late Bombay

Army, and late assay master, Madras Mint, died on the
3rd inst. at Aherlow, Ventnor, aged 73.
We learn from the Navy Estimates that the vote for

medical establishments amounts to :B125,OOO, showing an
increase of 92300.
ARMY MEDICAL STAFF. - Surgeon-Lieutenant-Colonel

Henry Joseph O’Brien, M.B., to be Brigade-Surgeon- Lien-
tenant-Colonel, vice R. Collins, M.B., retired (dated
Feb. 14th, 1892).
NAVAL MEDICAL SERVICE. - The following appoint-

ments have been made at the Admiralty :-Sbaff-Surgeon
William Tait, M.B. to the Nelson, for temporary service
(dated March 8th, 1892). Surgeons: Alfred Cropley and
Edward A. Spiller, M.D., to Jamaica Hospital, and Ernest C.
Lomas to the Excellent, additional (all dated March 15th, 1892).

MADRAS SUBORDINATE MEDICAL ESTABLISHMENT.
A Commission is conferred on the undermentioned Senior

Apothecary under the terms of the Royal Warrant of
July 19th, 1890:-Sanior Apothecary, Second Grade, Chas.
Thipthorp (dated July 19bb, 1890, but to rank as Honorary
Lieutenant from March 21st, 1889).-The undermentioned
Senior Apothecaries, Second Grade, will rank as Honorary
Lieutenants from the following, dates instead of those
given in the London Gazette of Nov. 28th, 1890 :-Christian
Michael Antonio (since deceased), Dec. 22nd, 1889 ; Jonas
Isaac Laffrey, Jan. llth, 1890; Geo. Edwin King, Feb. 8th,
1890; Jonathan Chadwick, Aug. 28th, 1890. -The pro-
motion of Apothecary, First Grade, Edmund Trutwein, to
be Senior Apothecary, Second Grade, ranking as Honorary
Lieutenant, notified in the London Gazette of Dec. 12th,
1890, is post-dated to Ocb. 14th, 1890.&mdash;The promotion of
Apothecary, First Grade, Chas. Trutwein (since deceased),
to be Senior Apothecary, Second Grade, ranking as Hono-
rary Lieutenant, notified in the London Gazette of Dec. 12th,
1890, is cancelled.
VOLUNTEER CORPS.&mdash;Rifle: lst Nottinghamshire (Robin

Hood) : Herbert George Ashwell, Gant., to be Surgeon-
Lieutenant (dated March 12oh, 1892).

THE DRAINAGE OF CAIRO.-The Cairo correspon-
dent of the Daily News states that a commission of
engineers has sent in a report to Sir Colin Moncrieff on the
drainage of Cairo. Sir C. Moncrieff will submit the
scheme to the Ministers. The original outlay will amount
to half a million sterling. It is proposed to construct huge
sewers which will deposit their contents into a reservoir,
whence the sewage will be pumped out on to a tract of land.
NATIONAL LEPROSY FUND.-A meeting of the

Special Committee of the Fund was held in one of the
Conference Rooms of the House of Commons, on the llth
inst., for the purpose of further considering the report of
the Commissioners on the results of their investigations in
India. There were present the Hon. G. Curzon, M.P., in
the chair, Mr. Hutchinson, Dr. George Heron, Mr. C.
Macnamara, Mr. E. Clifford, and. in attendance, Sir Somers
Vine, honorary secretary of the Fund, and Dr. P. Abraham,
honorary secretary of the special committee.

Correspondence.

BLOOD CHANGES AND URIC ACID.

" Audi alteram partem"

To the Editors of THE LANCET.
SIRS,&mdash;I should be very glad if you would allow me space-

for a few remarks on one point in the very admirable.
lecture of Dr. A. E. Wright in your issue of March 5th, as.
it has an important bearing on a research in which I have
long been engaged. I refer to his remarks on the increasedexcretion of uric acid, on p. 517, where it appears that he
attributes the plus uric acid to the nuclein constituent of &pound;
the tissue- fibrinogen injected ; that is, he believes it is due
to a plus formation of uric acid. Another observer,
Dr. Hunter, in his remarks on a paper, which I read before
the Medical Society in December, on a Case of Raynaud’s
Disease with Paroxysmal H&aelig;moglobinuria,1 urges that the
excess of uric acid is the result of the destruction of bloocl
elements, and not, as I in the above paper and in my book2
have contended, the cause of this destruction. In the case
which formed the subject of my paper at the Medical

in the blood which he kindly examined after one of the
attacks of h&aelig;moglobinuria he found not only great
diminution of red cell?, but an excess of white calls, and an
increase in coagulability. I gave my reasons for believing
that an excess of uric acid in the blood preceded and was.
the cause of these blood changes, the very ones about which
Dr. Wright is speaking. I also pointed oub that treatment
of the uric acid factor produced a remarkable improvement.
in the case. I am not only prepared to assert that the urie
acid is the cause of these blood changes, but I can go.
further, and show how there came to be an excess of uric
acid in the blood.

In my paper on the excretion of uric acid in epileps’ 
I pointed out that for some hours before the onset of the
fits there was a minus excretion or retention of uric acid,
and I inferred that the plus excretion and excess of urate in
the blood which came later and produced the fits was the
natural and ordinary result of the previous minus excretior..
It is a very simple matter to alter from hour to hour or from
day to day the excretion of uric acid; but whenever there is
produced by drugs or diet a retention of, say, five grains of
uric acid, there is certain to be at some future time, when
the conditions become favourable to its solution in the blood,
a plus excretion of a corresponding amount. I have pointed
out that in epilepsy and in headache the minus excretion of
urate that precedes the attack is accompanied by mental
conditions of happiness and well being, the results of the
blood being free from urate, so that if anyone was to argue
that the phis excretion of urate is the result of the headache
or of the fit, I should ask whether the headache or fit began
a week ago, because the fluctuation in urate excretion began
then. In my experience of epilepsy it is a very common
thing to be told that he or she was veiy bright and
well on Thursday, Friday, and Saturday, but on Sunday-
had six or eight fits ; the whole thing is a fluctuation
in urate excretion, which produced the fius, but was not pro-
duced by them. A similar fluctuation in urate excre-

tion accounts for the periodicity of the uric acid head-
ache, and in the case of headache I have shown
(and I believe the same will yet be found to hold in
cases of epilepsy) that if the blood is kept clear of uric acid
the disturbance of the nervous system does not occur. Now
precisely the same thing is seen in paroxysmal h&aelig;moglobin-
uria&mdash;that is, the attack is preceded for days or hours (as the.
case may be) by feelings of hapDiness and well-being, and a.
minus excretion of uric acid. In the first case of this disease
recorded in my book (p. 212) the symptoms of well-being.
preceding the attack were specially mentioned by the
relatives, and I there give the excretion of urates in other
cases during and bebween the attacks. If the plus excretion
of the attack is due to a fresh formation of uric acid, why is
it preceded by days or hours of minus excretion, why does
the plus excretion of the attack corre3pond in amount to

1 THE LANCET, vol. ii. 1891, p. 1339.
2 Uric Acid as a Factor in the Causation of Disease. J. & A.

Churchill. 1892.
3 Neurologisches Centralblatt, Mai, 1888.


